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A fire which Iinherited willy - nilly, and which I must needs feed with the serpent
which consumes its own kind, knowing that I can never give to the world that
which is drying in me to be freed.

For where is that flesh, what hand holds that blood to shape this dream within

me in marble or sound, on canvas or paper, and live? (12)
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And ah! My body like music, my body like flame dying for silken sheens a
million worms had died to make, and that my body has died a hundred times
to wear them. Yes, a thousand worms made this silk, and died; I have died a
thousand death to wear it; and sometime a thousand worms feeding upon this

body which has betrayed me, feeding, will live. (13)
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