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Kammbronn (Camborne) — Industrial Legacy

Philip Rush

Across the river Tamar, and with that familiar sign
“Kernow agas Dynergh” (“Welcome to Cornwall”) comes that
comfortable sensation of returning home. But still an hour
more through a landscape littered with crumbling engine
houses, blowing houses and chimney stacks, the relics of Corn-
wall’s industrial tin mining past, before we reach Camborne,
a granite town of some 20,000 people, and where as a freshly
graduated and very green teacher I bought my first home.
Once it was a proud, prosperous place, reflected in the relative
grandeur of its municipal buildings, a town built on tin and
copper. At one time Camborne and the adjacent town Redruth
was the richest mining area in the world. Britain’s Industrial
Revolution has a footprint here: in 1801 the engineer Richard
Trevithick showed off the world’s first steam-powered road
locomotive, the “Puffing Devil”. Trevithick’s statue stands
commandingly in front of Camborne Library, his hand point-
ing up the hill (though the impression is often diminished by
another local tradition of balancing an orange traffic cone on
his head). Opposite is a granite block wall, one of the last rem-
nants of the Holman Engineering company. At the close of the
19th century, this company employed nearly half the working
population of the town, and supplied equipment not only to the
local mines around but also exported its massive machinery
all over the English-speaking world. Now it’s only a name on

Cornish Mine: Engine House

the wall.

In the late eighteenth
century Camborne was
no more than a small
hamlet. With the discov- 3
ery of tin and copper ore in the granite rocks beneath the area,
Camborne flourished and boomed. The population expanded
to over 15,000 souls. Long terraces of granite cottages were
constructed to house those attracted there by the possibility
of income. Most miners were ‘tributers’, receiving no salary,
but sharing the rewards if and when a seam was found. It was
a hard and cruel existence; hundreds of feet down ladders in
almost total darkness, eight hours sweating and toiling bent
over in the black and narrow tunnels, the sound of drills,
hammers and occasional explosions damaging their eardrums
in the confined spaces, the ever-present danger of rockfalls
or poisonous gases, then back up the ladders and home. The
average life expectancy of a miner was 26 years old. There are
hundreds of miles of abandoned tunnels criss-crossing under
the area, some very near the surface. They say that you can
still hear the knockings of the long dead miners from above.

The last working tin mine in Camborne, South Crofty,
closed in 1998. Camborne is re-inventing itself, but its ghosts

remain. (9vva 740)97)
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Montrésor, France

Douglas Wilkerson
Chambord, Blois, Chaumont, Amboise, Chenonceau, The medieval village of Montrésor, in the Centre of

Villandry, Azay-le-Rideau, Saumur, Angers. The refined
chateaux of the graceful Loire Valley, delicate pearls strung
along the strand of the shimmering River Loire. Once home
to the King of the French and the great French aristocracy,
this picturesque jewel became the Cradle of France. Half a
millennium later it gave birth to another identifiably French,
though considerably less refined, institution, the spectacle
son et lumiere. The first modern iteration of this eminently
Gallic “imposition” is usually traced to the ethereal Chateau
de Chambord in the year 1952, and credited to the modern
“magician” of electric showmanship, the aptly named Paul
Robert-Houdin. Yet the combination of nocturnal illumina-
tion and crafted sonic effects predates this conquest of natural
tranquility by technology. Events of great significance—the
end of a war, the death of a king, the restoration of another—
were celebrated throughout Western Europe with nighttime
bonfires, song, music, and dance. Though such momentous
events might have occurred only once in a lifetime, there was
another occasion, recurring annually, which was marked far
and wide with the same triumphant light and jubilation by
those of high and low estate alike: the Eve of St. John’s Day.

France, suns itself quietly on the banks of the Indrois, a gentle
tributary of the Indre, through which it contributes its placid
waters to the Loire. In addition to the chéteau, here can be
found the imposing Collegiate Church of St. John the Baptist.
Not far from this church, where the houses and gardens melt
imperceptibly into the groves and fields of the countryside,
as the last glimmers of the longest of summer days begin, at
last, to falter, the festivities in honor of the birth of its patron
saint commence. A fire is lit; it, too, falters, then takes hold,
quickly driving back the gathering gloom and chill. Its light
gradually spreads, revealing the faces of those seated round,
eagerly waiting. The flames grow brighter, and the faces rise,
as if by magic. From the darkness sound the notes of gleeful
melody; arms link, legs shuttle back and forth, the dancers
weave in, weave out, grow warm, ecstatic—an ecstasy of
community which lasts far into the night, and on into future
years, its memory and warmth unabated. The Fire of St. John.
Of Montrésor.

(TANTh— > FTFRA)
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A Little Slice of Cambridge
Simon J. Humphrey

As a student, I would occasionally take one of the punts
from my college boatshed and head south out of Cambridge
and along the River Granta—a calm shallow river which
meanders through fenland, woodland and finally through the
open meadowland of Grantchester. Taking turns at the pole
with two or three friends for a couple of hours, would eventu-
ally bring us to the quaint and tranquil village of Grantches-
ter. And there waiting to greet us, a winding path invited us
up to the picturesque Orchard Tea Gardens (or known simply
as ‘the Orchard’ to Cantabrigians).

It is worth noting here that the names ‘Cambridge’ and
‘Grantchester’ are related etymologically. In Saxon times,
Cambridge was known as Grantabrycge—Bridge over the
River Granta’. Later, through Norman influence, it was pro-
nounced ‘Cantebrigie’. When it finally took on its modern
pronunciation, it seemed only fitting that the name of the
river should be changed from Granta to Cam to reflect the
city’s name. And as such, the upper stretch of the river is still
known locally as the Granta.

Each time I return to Grantchester, I am struck by the
tranquillity of this peaceful retreat: the thatched cottages,
the ancient stone church, the Old Vicarage and the somewhat

wooden pavilion there remind us that little has changed since
Victorian/Edwardian times with its scattered fruit trees,
rough cut grass, and groups of wooden deckchairs with their
distinctive green cloth. It was amidst these now ancient and
gnarled trees that we could enjoy our enormous scones with
blackcurrant jam and clotted cream, whilst sipping English
breakfast tea.

It is said that the origins of the teahouse date back to 1897
when its owner was asked if she could provide her lodgers
with tea under the fruit trees. It was after the poet Rupert
Brooke began lodging there in 1909, however, that taking
tea became a ‘Cambridge institution’. A century later, we can
listen to the sound of ripe apples dropping from the very same
branches that Brooke and his steady stream of callers and
admirers sat under.

Living in a busy city, the Orchard was where I could truly
step back in time and escape the busy hustle and bustle of
student life. Its timeless magic made it a corner of Cambridge
in which I could quite easily while away a balmy summer’s
afternoon amongst the reclining deckchairs, sleepy grass and
lazy fruit trees (before embarking on the two hour slog back
to the college boathouse!).
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