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Brisbane, Australia: My Second Hometown

Kazuyoshi Sato

Episode 1: On the morning of January 26 in 1995, I ar-
rived in Brisbane for the first time. I reserved a small hotel
near the city for one week in order to look for an accom-
modation near the University of Queensland. After I left my
suitcase in the hotel, I went to the university by bus from the
city. On my way, I found that most of the shops were closed
on that weekday. I just wondered why they were closed on a
weekday. The university office was closed, too. I went back to
the city and went to a restaurant called “Jo-Jo’s,” which is still
located on the second floor of one of the buildings on the main
street. After finishing my dinner, suddenly I heard voices of
a big crowd outside. They were moving toward the bridge. I
paid for my bill and followed the crowd. As we reached the
middle of the bridge over the Brisbane River, we saw beautiful
fireworks in the night sky. The fireworks continued one after
another for about half an hour. Then I learned that it was a
national holiday called “Australia Day” to celebrate the an-
niversary of the first British ships with immigrants in 1788.

Episode 2: The following day, I went to the university to
look for information about accommodations. I found several
apartment houses where I could share a room with someone.
Luckily, I could ask one Australian man, Mr. Barry, to whom
I was introduced by my Australian friend before I left Japan,
to give me aride. Barry drove me to several apartment houses
near the university. However, none of them were good. Fi-
nally, he said to me, “Would you like to come to my house for
dinner tonight?” I said, “Yes” and visited his house, which is
located in the northern area of Brisbane, about one hour by
car. To my surprise, his house was surrounded by mountains.
While we were enjoying beer on the veranda overlooking
beautiful view, I thought I would love to stay here. I asked
Barry, “This is the best house I have ever visited. Can I stay
here?” He said, “Yes.”

The following week, we were invited to a barbecue party
by his neighbor. The neighbor welcomed me and said, “Do

you like beef steak?” I said, “Yes. But Japanese beef is very
expensive, so we usually eat pork or chicken.” Anyway, the
beef'steak was very nice with beer. After a while, the neighbor
said to me, “Yoshi, would you like another one?” I said, “Yes.
Aussie beef is very delicious!” Then, after 20 minutes or so,
he offered me another steak. By the time I had three steaks,
I was almost full. However, I could not say “No, thank you.”
To be honest, I ended up eating seven steaks! On that night
I had a terrible stomachache. The following morning, my
host mother, Shirley, said to me, “Yoshi, you have to say ‘No’
in Australia if you are full. It is not rude.” That was how I
learned to say ‘No.

In summary, I cherish all my memories I had in Brisbane.
I still keep in touch with my former Australian host family,
Barry and Shirley. After coming back to Japan, I wanted my
NUFS students to visit Brisbane and have the same kind
of wonderful experiences as I had. I found out that NUFS
has three sister universities in the Brisbane area including
Australian Catholic University, Griffith University, and Uni-
versity of the Sunshine Coast. That is why I started homestay
programs at those universities.
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Paris, berceau de mon amour pour le cinéma

Laurent Annequin

Bien qu’étant né et domicilié en banlieue, je me considere
plutot comme un Parisien. En effet, en raison du travail de
mes parents, j'ai passé toute mon enfance et fait toute ma
scolarité dans la capitale et plus exactement dans le 11e arron-
dissement, entre Saint-Maur et le Pére-Lachaise.

A Drancy, ville ot pourtant je suis né et o ' habitais avant
de venir m’installer au Japon, je ne connaissais personne, pas
méme mes plus proches voisins. Je n'y avais aucune attache ni
aucun copain, et « Bonjour » et « Au revoir » étaient le plus
souvent les seuls mots que j'utilisais la-bas. Par conséquent,
J étais toujours a Paris, méme quand je n'avais pas cours.

La capitale frangaise bien que 3 fois plus petite en superfi-
cie que Nagoya offre encore aujourd’hui plus de 400 salles de
cinéma. Le mercredi aprés-midi ou le samedi, avec mes amis,
nous allions souvent au Hollywood Boulevard, cinéma emblé-
matique des grands boulevards parisiens, malheureusement
disparu depuis, qui diffusait les grands films populaires et des
séries B. Cest dans ce cinéma de quartier du boulevard Mont-
martre que j'ai découvert les films de kung-fu et Bruce Lee.

Pourles grands films et les nouveautés, nous allions plutot
dans le quartier de I'Opéra ou au Grand Rex, métro Bonne
Nouvelle. Le Grand Rex était, et est toujours I'une des plus
grandes salles parisiennes avec plus de 2500 places réparties
sur 8 niveaux. La projection en Grand Large, sur un écran
géant de 300 m* du Grand Bleu de Luc Besson reste pour
moi un souvenir inoubliable de cette époque. C'est aussi dans
ce cinéma, classé monument historique pour sa facade Art-
Déco, que 'on organisait des événements comme le Festival
international de Paris du film fantastique ou plus tard, la Nuit
des Publivores. C’était dans une ambiance de folie que ces

soirées se déroulaient car le public manifestait spontanément
et bruyamment ses émotions. Le spectacle était autant dans la
salle que sur I'écran. Mon gofit pour le 7¢ art est sans aucun
doute né a cette époque considérée aujourd’hui par beaucoup
comme culte.

Un peu plus tard, quand jai commencé a travailler, c'est
dans les cafés et les restaurants entre Parmentier et Ober-
kampf comme le Trozsiéme Bureau que se finissaient les soirées
théétre ou café-théatre du vendredi soir commencées dans le
quartier du Marais. Les joutes déjantées sur un ring de boxe
ou sur une patinoire de la ligue d’improvisation, dans des
salles comme le Bataclan m'ont également beaucoup marqué.
Cest aussi le début pour moi des salles MK2 et de son restau-
rant sur les quais de la Seine, métro Stalingrad, ou du cinéma
La Pagode dans le 7° arrondissement avec son jardin japonais
et son salon de thé, dont la programmation plus éclectique et
centrée sur le cinéma d’auteur a définitivement confirmé ma

passion pour le cinéma. (7xAHy a—=7v)
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