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Nostalgic Memory of a Family Trip

Paul A. Crane

My family often went camping during the school breaks,
and the Christmas holiday trip we took when I was ten made
a lasting impression on me because it was one of the last trips
we took together as a whole family.

We left Michigan on a cold and blustery winter day in
our Buick station wagon pulling our travel trailer, the most
economical way a large family with six children could travel.
Actually, my brother did not travel with us, because as a
member of his university swim team, he was obligated to be
at training camp, but we eventually met up with him at our
final destination and then our whole family of eight would be
complete. Since we were to be gone throughout the Christmas
holiday, we had celebrated it early by opening up our presents
at home the weekend before so that we would not have to pack
them in the trailer.

Our first destination was Disney World in warm and
sunny Orlando, Florida, a mere 1,900 kilometers away. It took
a full two days on the road, which meant about twenty-two
hours of driving, a duty shared between my parents. To stay
entertained, each of us had our own bag filled with comics,
puzzle books, and novels. We also played games together,
and one favorite was the license plate game: a race to see who
could first quickly add the numbers on the license plates of the
passing cars. Music on the radio or from eight track tapes we
brought along provided the soundtrack for the journey.

After a few fun days of visiting the various attractions of
Disney World in the glorious sunshine, we packed up the car
and trailer and headed to our next destination: Fort Lauder-
dale. This portion of the trip was rather short as it was only
about 350 kilometers away.

The aroma of citrus fruit wafting from the surrounding
orange and grapefruit groves permeated our campground,
and I recall thinking, “Yes, we are definitely in Florida!”
Our days were filled with reveling in the winter waves of the
Atlantic Ocean and then resting in sand burrows we made on
the beach to escape the wind while working on suntans that
were to be emblems of our trip.

On New Year’s Day, we finally got to meet our brother
who was able to leave his swim team for a few hours to visit
with us. I recall that he had a very deep tan as a result of
training in the ocean. After his short visit, he returned to his
team and we packed up the car and trailer again, sadly ending
that wonderful family holiday, to return back to the freezing
winter climate of Michigan.

And the song that so vividly brings all of these happy and
yet, somewhat melancholy memories back was Diana Ross’s
number one hit song at that time, “Theme from Mahogany
(Do You Know Where You're Going To)”.
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Tremé, la musique par-dela le chaos

Yannick Deplaedt

Tremé est une série télévisée américaine créée et écrite
par David Simon, auteur célébré depuis The Wire. Cette
fois-ci, son récit se déroule a la Nouvelle Orléans, dans I'un
des quartiers les plus anciens de la ville, Tremé, qui jouxte le
Vieux carré frangais. Ce quartier est considéré comme le plus
ancien quartier afro-américain des Etats-Unis. I1 se faisait
déjaremarqué al’époque de l'esclavage, alors qu'il était appelé
« quartier des personnes de couleur libre ».

La mixité née de la rencontre d’origines diverses a permis
de donner a cette ville une culture unique. Ces mélanges
de frangais, de culture créole de la Louisiane, d'anglais, ses
influences raciales et sociales, ses origines historiques liées a
I'esclavage, a I'exil forcé ou choisi de gens d’horizons divers,
ont donné a la Nouvelle Orléans une richesse qui respire dans
tous les domaines : la gastronomie, la langue, mais aussi et
surtout la musique.

La Nouvelle Orléans, cest Fats Domino, c’est Louis
Armstrong, cest le lieu de naissance de tant de musiciens que
les doigts ne suffisent pas a les compter... La majeure partie
des épisodes de la série est composée de représentations, de
concerts, d’émissions de radio, de ces gigs dont parlent pres-
que tous les personnages comme si la musique était partout

présente, avalant jusqu'aux dialogues, au final souvent mis au
second plan. La langue n’est ici pas faite de mots mais est com-
posée de notes folles, d’harmonies improvisées, de regards
nerveux ou amusés que s’échangent les musiciens sur scéne,
de ces compositions qui vous trainent dans la caboche des
heures apres les avoir entendues pour la premiere fois. David
Simon nous montre une ville dont les paysages ont été dévas-
tés par Katrina, la rendant encore plus pauvre... La musique
est une sorte de dernier rempart contre la folie et le désespoir,
changeant de genre comme les gens d’humeur : tantét métiné
de hip-hop, tantot repartant sur ses origines, avec parfois des
instants d’une beauté extraordinaire, comme lorsque le Old

Chief Lambeaux pose sa voix sur un morceau de piano.
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