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La musique, une compagne qui rythme notre vie

Laurent Annequin

Bien que n‘ayant malheureusement aucune prédisposition
pour la musique, cette derniére a toujours tenu dans ma vie
une place importante en tant qu'auditeur.

Je me souviens que déja tout petit, je voulais écouter sans
arrét le méme disque au désespoir de mes parents. A cette
époque, notre stéréo était de la taille d’'un meuble. Un peu
plus tard, aI’age de six ou sept ans, on m’a offert mon premier
mange-disque. La qualité n’était pas au rendez-vous, mais la
liberté oui. Ce fut pour moi, le premier produit nomade qui
allait me permettre d’écouter mes disques n’importe oti. Vers
mes 11 ans, la qualité du son est devenue un élément de plus en
plus important. J'eus droit alors pour mon anniversaire a ma
premiére chaine compacte. I’étais rentré dans le monde fabu-
leux de la Hifi ! Si bien que vers I'adolescence, j'ai commencé
a investir tout I'argent gagné pendant les vacances dans du
matériel de plus en plus sophistiqué et cotiteux. Aujourd’hui,
je me considére au paradis, car pour un colt beaucoup plus
raisonnable, le numérique permet d’écouter a tout moment
I'intégralité de sa discographie avec une qualité remarquable.
C’est un réve devenu réalité comme dirait une célebre marque.

L'autre aspect important de la musique a mes yeux, ce sont
les genres qui évoluent avec I’age et les rencontres. Alors que

mes premiers 38 tours étaient consacrés a la musique pop du
moment, je me suis tourné vers le hard rock au lycée sous
I'influence de mes amis « rebelles ». Jeune adulte, mes goits se
sont adoucis pour se focaliser a la fois sur le rock progressif et
la New Wave anglaise. Puis, un peu plus tard, vers la musique
New Age, sans doute pour décompresser apres le travail. Au
fil des ans, les étiquettes et clivages se sont envolés et je me
suis mis a écouter tous les genres de musique, de la musique
francgaise au classique et méme de I'opéra. Aujourd’hui, j’essaie
d’écouter de la musique en famille pour faire découvrir dif-
férents artistes a mes enfants. Rien nest plus propice qu'un
trajet en voiture pour partager un moment d’allégresse et de
découverte.
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‘What music do you listen to?
Eric Gondree

I have never been able to answer this question very well,
not even for myself. Furthermore, I had found that people
would sometimes judge me based on my taste of music, and
that kind of judgment was something I generally preferred to
avoid. Regardless, the kinds of music I listen to deny an easy
form of categorization and, when I look through my collec-
tion, no pattern seems to emerge. I would say it is an eclectic
list of songs, ranging from Tchaikovsky to late ‘80s rock to
mindless obscure things you'd have heard in nightclubs circa
1996. Even though music is definitely present in my life, it is
not an extremely important part. This is made clear to me
whenever I compare myself with friends who are intensely
into their music and go through the trouble of attending live
concerts regularly.

One feature that has shaped my music listening is the
technology that I have used. In the ‘80s, most of my friends
used tape recorders to splice their own music mixes or would
even use them to (badly) record songs off the radio; nobody
does this anymore, these are arts which have been lost to
time. As for me, rather than acquire CDs, most of my music
has been in digital format for the last twenty years and I used
my computer to play my music in the early ‘90s, back when it

was considered a fairly new and unusual way to do it. My col-
lection dates from the mid-to-late 1990s and early 2000s and
it was mostly acquired from caches of shared files at college or
the now-forgotten days of'illegal online file-sharing services
like Napster and LimeWire. The recording industry hated
these network-based music-sharing systems for good reasons
and this made them seem more perversely appealing. I was an
early adopter of the iPod back in 2002 and I enjoyed observ-
ing how digital music became easier and more widespread for
everybody to use over the years.

In the past, I mainly listened to whatever was playing
in the background or on the radio while I was driving. My
friends were not a very big influence on what I listened to.
Mainly, I think I enjoy music which helps me to remember
special times in the past. Apart from that, the music which is
most important to me sounds uplifting and provides a com-
forting background ambience that can help me work.

‘What music do I like? I only know it when I hear it.

(TrFY— xTYv7)
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Popular Music Since 1945
Allan Goodwin

Prior to majoring in the history of classical music as
one of two majors for my undergraduate degree (the other
is English), I took a first-year course, Popular Music Since
1945. This course changed the way I thought about music as
a whole more than any other course I would take throughout
my major.

It was divided in two halves- the first being the develop-
ment of African American music in the United States leading
up to different genres of rock and other urban popular music
that many people see as separate, including rap / hip hop and
electronic popular music.

Thanks to this first half, the music I made in my free time
changed from working mostly with computer based synth-
pop while thinking of'it as being somehow different than oth-
er types of modern music, to being obsessed with blues music,
especially the music of John Lee Hooker, Muddy Waters and
Howlin’ Wolf. I taught myself a bit of fingerstyle acoustic gui-
tar and harmonica playing based on minor pentatonic scales.
I still play this type of music on various instruments to relax.

The other half of the course was the development of
country music in the US as a development of different types of
traditional folk musics from European countries meshed and

melded together. The professor told us that this second half of
the course is where students disappear and often end up fail-
ing to pass the course. The reason for this is obvious: nineteen
or twenty-year old university students in Toronto, Canada
are far more likely to listen to some sort of urban rock music
in their free time than a genre of country music.

From the second half of the course I learned to look at the
societies that produce a kind of music, rather than judging
music based either on my own feelings about it or on its com-
plexity. In more rural areas of the United States (and Canada
as well, incidentally) country music is an important part of
life, and understanding what music means to people and its
role in society is often the point of music history degrees. This
focus on societies and the way things function in them was
important for success for both of my undergraduate majors (as
it would be for any liberal arts major), and is also important in
cross-cultural communication and sociolinguistics.

(Fo Rty TIY)

Punk and Youth

James Amrein

Punk is a music genre which embodies energy, freedom,
and good times. Some of my earliest musical memories are
classic punk albums like Green Day’s “Dookie” and The
Offspring’s “Smash”. These two punk albums were a far cry
from the dirty, angry sounds coming from London in the late
1970’s. Instead, the punk bands I grew up with embodied a
brighter energy powered by the southern California sun, and
their impact has lasted until the present day.

Gogol Bordello is a punk band that exemplifies the ex-
patriate spirit that I feel from living abroad for many years.
The band members come from all over the world and are all
different ages. They play accordions, violins, saxophones,
drums, and sing in a multitude of languages: Gogol Bordello’s
music style is punk, but it’s an eclectic mix of new and old that
creates a new sound called Gypsy Punk. Listening to Gogol
Bordello makes you happy and gets you moving to the music.
I'love it.

So imagine me dancing in what’s called a mosh pit at a
Gogol Bordello show. Mosh pits are a chaotic circle of people
dancing to the beat of the music at the front of the stage at a
punk show. They are hot, sweaty, slightly dangerous, and a
great time. [ was drenched in sweat, some of'it mine, and then

a really fast tempo song started. The mosh pit gets started, I
go along with it, and as I'm dancing my glasses fall off of my
face and onto the floor.

Out of all the concerts I have been to (and I've been to
many), this is the first time I lost my glasses. In the middle of
a mosh pit you are never in the same place long and even as
I tried to reach down for my glasses I was swept along with
the crowd. My glasses were gone and I was blind. Losing the
ability to see was just fine as the Gogol Bordello concert is
an aural pleasure to be listened to. I didn’t stop enjoying the
mosh pit or the music because I was couldn’t see.

By the end of the concert I did find one of the arms of my
glasses. It was under my foot during a break in the music and
I pocketed it. It is framed along with my concert ticket as a
reminder that I was once young and that punk is amazing,

(To94>y Jr—LRA)
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This is my song!
Scott Bowyer

Every generation has its defining song. You know what
I'm talking about, that song that used to send you and all of
your friends in to a frenzy when it came on at the club. It had
this magical power to just catch everybody and blast them
down a roller coaster of highs and lows. For the three or four
minutes that the track was playing you’d be lost in another
place, a higher dimension with floors made of feeling and
walls made of power.

For those millennials like me who were in our teenage
years after the year two thousand, it was the music of the
noughties that called out to us and defined our passage from
childhood to physical and mental maturity. Some might point
to blink-182 and their amazing skate-rock anthem All The
Small Things as the defining song of the decade. Others
might tell you that The Strokes’ Last Nite is THE song of the
noughties. Those people would be wrong.

The band that truly defines millennials and calls out to
their combination of old-school rock, new-school angst and
organic, locally grown coffee beans? The Killers. The song?
The one that grabs you by the heartstrings and gives a good,
hard tug. The one that reminds you of all those times you
wanted to ask her out but couldn’t quite work up the courage.
The song that rolled up all those teenage torrents of love,

jealousy and self-awareness and fired them back at you with

a side-serving of gorgeous guitars and heartbroken lyrics;
Mr. Brightside.

‘What made Mr. Brightside so special was the way it was
able to combine those typical teenage feelings of angst and
almost-uncontrollable passion with the self-coaching and
attempts at positivity that we were all inevitably involved
in at that age. Let’s be honest, we all had that one obsession,
that girl or guy who we couldn’t stop thinking about. They
were unavailable, and we couldn’t stop thinking about it. Now
they’re going to bed and my stomach is sick And it’s all in my head.
But we had that little voice inside us telling us it would all
be alright, we’d get over it. Destiny is calling me...cause I'm Mr
Brightside. Backed up by incredible, upbeat guitars, Brandon
Flowers’ tortured lyrics perfectly encapsulated our tortured,
trying souls and lifted them up to new heights. That’s why
every time this song comes on, even now, you'll hear shouts
of “This is my song!” all over the room, people will start hug-
ging each other and begin playing the air-guitar. Stand up,
The Killers, you made the song that defined a generation of
Millennials and we salute you!

(FKA4xY— Ravh)
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