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Then one night, during my third or fourth week in that little
room, I found myself writing, with a new and urgent intensity, about
Japan — about Nagasaki, the city of my birth, during the last days of
the Second World War. This, I should point out, came as something
of a surprise to me. Today, the prevailing atmosphere is such that it’s
virtually an instinct for an aspiring young writer with a mixed cultural
heritage to explore his ‘roots’ in his work. But that was far from
the case then. We were still a few years away from the explosion of
‘multicultural’ literature in Britain. Salman Rushdie was an unknown
with one out-of-print novel to his name. Asked to name the leading
young British novelist of the day, people might have mentioned
Margaret Drabble; of older writers, Iris Murdoch, Kingsley Amis,
William Golding, Anthony Burgess, John Fowles. Foreigners like
Gabriel Garcia Marquez, Milan Kundera or Borges were read only in
tiny numbers, their names meaningless even to keen readers.
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If I could go from one passage to the next according to the nar-
rator’s thought associations and drifting memories, I could compose
in something like the way an abstract painter might choose to place
shapes and colours around a canvas. I could place a scene from two
days ago right beside one from twenty years earlier, and ask the reader
to ponder the relationship between the two. In such a way, I began to
think, I might suggest the many layers of self-deception and denial that
shrouded any person’s view of their own self and of their past.

[FE= i C ENCE & R Q IR K482 < UKD O WERIE W ER
DL ERERSR S T X U @it USRI
QWL R ot R EE U2 IRWES” KA~ e 1)
AU IR SIS KAV EEM L MR DA sQFE -0 a0 Q U B3 5

125 Artes MUNDI



RVE S EQ]
WRET N D R — KR40 The Remains of the Day [M QW <] €
BEY QS R4
#)+) % many layers of self-deception and denial... & shroud one’s view
of . S O NKRUAIB OL S Qi KEQHSWCEMRT” ~hx
SN T LR IL° (RBLECERECIKIELV T FiiS-SQR
AL ORZFEUHERGSEEIQ G 4850 5 TR S HHIKT ZIHE A 5 0
L2013 EE-» Qi iodERL U em I vREIY [KREr]| O NHEE
REQCW LS O LRKEI OW PR v D H | RLILE NS
B D ORI AT N o K VTR0 )07 KFEY
HIv )L QO SV QoL WY L g
I'd been careful not to assume, as I felt many of them did, that
my readers were all English, with native familiarity of English nuances
and preoccupations. By then, writers like Salman Rushdie and V.S.
Naipaul had forged the way for a more international, outward-looking
British literature, one that didn't claim any centrality or automatic
importance for Britain. Their writing was post-colonial in the widest
sense. | wanted, like them, to write 'international' fiction that could
casily cross cultural and linguistic boundaries, even while writing a
story set in what seemed a peculiarly English world.
[R5 MROIBITR T D EKFES ] 1 N N X & HRES R
ANIRT DAV VED U DS X<LBR B S Lo r) A’
O L UHBFE O W I o L O S 0° QIR NN o Ik
TNt — 2 QOB EIR A0 R (I D" - O A international Y&
UmWE DL D XX RSE oD S O40° 18’
D NS o LD D7 AG Q% H LB A o0 BT
AT BWER QYN () @800 NIk
S HREE AN & 4o &4V B v 5 7250 “international” fiction ¥ #HIxva2 5
AE O S0 (MO ] S0 l) ir= XipleQHE

WIES WV 548520507 Ui |

international fiction s&WIMZde = N 037 HYG O MO =] U
SURRIHOG S VRO S 00° LMY RRDRENN
R—" £ - DANDNQOR S EWE L WRIEWINT T KW~
DA KDWY L UEEHRC-OQHEY | VT @R R< s B
SRR OIS OREUSEONQ WA aule L imie $KE
PN~ ONR QT ESHES N =KEIS ~»
DOV O DU0ERRAND — R UL O {IRP DR PR
REN QU SR T NN O CREE WL LHE L Qo0 O 0 At An®
BB VSR D{URIEGHE” O IKIE- LA 0mRadys 5 RE® VO
RS [REQELEVBEE SR WSS X —2" ol
TR QBN 1) 150 Q048" R | & unreliable narrator (UZERHU
(S L HESWR) VDV RMHEANES OV L O NS R IO QURS AR
KM AR @ R U A T — N AVEEHERME U 650 IR © X AR S Y
NS [QUEOWENS L] 37 el el [EECHK] Sl
A A - [T A6 Ao

RUORERRQ S U2 QWO IEVIMECES |OORYE
LRI QAR Nocturnes [REME#K] CERWIRRXNUA LA &
BEUH JEOKSHEN BRIST A AN A — 5+ —" SHiawWEL I Ka—-
RO LRGN 500 S0 HIER IR R D7 1) 1) LKIE” B QN
EH ERSVS NORKUoEoOUs” | ERQ O UBRKEEKGE
R A REHE QW 2 KT Cach N QT N AN A
A IRAREE R S SN K O RERFH U IRGIEM QT HEQQ N
Wi CESRLSKEQSEISQURQKSmaUS VR U™ 44"
AP D A KNI TR R0 Q U LoD D - URINNLERN Yrn® 2R
WANQ<EQHERLROEI Y NN TN PR D A $E
$6 0 R & AEEAUL) D Arp o

AL OB ERRNEE © HE QR 124800 © v By Kt og2

IR R PO [H#] ] R AHORFEERI AV-DIINR @V ES S 44 o

126



-

A S ERERS0 Q17 XU NUAR YN (U < LW B U0 1)) TS [N
RAEXAUFDH D] QMO IK— D RQoH 0 MELVRERIECERY
RO SRS DY 500° O 1) L O0s0IHK U IEA U250
08 < VLOBRORN S HKE CHG o VINE Q KIE W A~°
LEUB [(REQH ) WL (e i) UBQ&KR0&5 ] A
SO0LEORROBOHEH i <<¢ Qi) 5 0K S QEESR”
S RORET IRIELS QI L U e NN O UV R SRR
FHo g 0R7 literalize (KA X &Y IHE .S Q 1) AUWHRE
@) UKW S0 URD I K UL VQEQEVIALTE D
OB 0 VKLU R REOLGUKUROIVY I 0Q U5 &
BRI VR U HERONT NN —RRE OV e an s’
MERVCBRUVRQRER LSS IIFEVED U 5 HiiRw
PO A O {IAUHIR R S D420 BERR AU S0 1) AW EIHE O WY I
SR EUESER S ) RBIEEIIUS0 [NA - 2NN
KA—ATN ] (BLCER) VEB I [0 — T R PUPEEKE |
FBUAPRV LR EHEELY QRS5O DKEMS [N
FIRR ] IR [RI<EHR Y D A K0 R UE R0 42 1
2] V5 0L XEFECERIGIRIUED L oys” [FiH] ©~oys
5 QWL BTV QAR 4°
TANOEIEQ X A
P =INSTHEH (480 518
literalization (/N X ~%&
PRIV Q=2 Q1)K
Q) QEETE IR
2 QS The Buried Giant 2
SR L WVIRO K K
B4 PEES N —
F—HENDENL VR
ANANLCE LWL O

RFELQOPL OO NDINNEREIUL O S+ | EEEFC SR
O EEEDEREWR L HO [ vERQ SwbR” e
O < & BB R0 Q B Q IREE-D {8~ DY L s 4©
HLYQIKEY e —th H U A R 5 4 O {I b0 8E
PEUHVY EBHUTHS T BMREODVEENT N VEe 84U
HOBROIVIER KEREHMK QIR VER MM D031
PFRS B RRDW < BEHOHRSVE DL W-2IIR" B
EKOPILUQUR BREWED RN VS0V VR BEKE
o 9% 0 ) DL OKIER U BEW-2 02 0 R D SA8 5 °
DR OFRRIET [B5 5304 | 1)UnBR° R ZeQ W<y
Q<O R 2502 QL0 4n°

RS [HLOKLI<] VBRI Q0 WS Qv 5 .0
DR RN N OEIEQ &Y E<LQRE VO WEIKE Y
HI-L QWAL RIS HER DU 0 OS5 O {UFEUQ LW |
2R NV RAT D —VOVERIES UHIR R0 A LSS D
WO EVEIQORQUIN< = [REWESR ) D@87 $n3 QREDN —
SHIESWIKE OV 2204028 o4 [HAR 0 LQIII<] 7 #1030
UN AR T QNI [XE2S-IIHE S EE R « VEw Y | e S -5 UEI

international fiction {4=°

T )0 ImiE L E R 42 World Literature = BES-Hh U © BREE 3p
IR 8050 A8 o QIR O 7 b — INQEE D Die
Weltliteratur & ER <3304 Q v AQ#U 4=
O b—ih% | REGEH U EIT NN Q FRad 4058 42°
O HEEMRA] L3078 & 50 LB R4 5 e
O [ =K<ER—INCRTENN— QREWHI 5 R 2 N UK
AN S WS EEENR Y D 5500 [ IR HErena<LBU o N
AN HA A KN AN N X < SERE UERS Y o EEE D
0] (HAR—D N ¢ QHLE)

127 Artes MUNDI



mw O [ AaS RN TN B 50001 | HEQ & 160

9

)

Eo SIHRCEESR 2HIC< Y ORESFEU~ O VERUIF-E
N AU R US| GREBIIEG DX A — ¢ Q#HIEE)
(08 1 [ — INVER DB R ITRER)
O MHEXM] v B - BIIFE LA eERRE (BR) ©
O RNR XU R QIEEE R (OB D 2 D — AR A
SR DNAXKENNA -SRI HUROTH KOOI —ANK - Kan—
NOQEEREMR Ka—AQ [PAhRAnR
ANCh—RY [N EE] WHIRY HUOVRUNRAXKO XN
= REEEUIVY [ NRBE] Wil Lo oS M O D
D— QA ) HIE O L QT Vs D WBERQ B Qi
\Oﬁibiz\ﬁﬁémﬁﬁbébié A O o 5 sQiEA " [ TS
FHO<LtCRESFEUS O VERMUKVHIM R0 ] N Lol
A F/l/;ﬁah.vA@ [ ] VS ofER” HEEL T compensate L34
rQHE A
BRENRDROKRNTD Y D2 - g0 > N1 72 World Literature s¥
NE oI Ot 5o Do

ISEGES

CNE = =] R

© World literature is an mEvmo& refraction of national literatures. (FEB&
bV B HEER RGBS WMV AETR UL 0 {08 48:0)
© World literature is writing that gains in translation. (FEBEHIbVTEEE
BV W EE R L AS s OHTL 148 50)
© World literature is not a set canon of texts but a mode of H.mm&smu a
form of detached engagement with worlds beyond our own place and time.
(HERIPVB RN N SLEDE | KBV IREOW — 2 48e° IR
$240 8 5 @ EE RN B HEC ) Q EHEEW R S UER L SRV A80)
[REme [ELECES| BAE MR w0 SEECH VT’
0% 1 O MRS RN RUIIFEE S » O RIEXI U 2%
KOV E O LROIKL NI | 1 QEEWIEN 1] 0 Q#HTN-» O 7 §E
A DK U SQ” g T DN BT O v S 44° +) S refraction

ESVSoEEE -
NG msmmmmmormb ER
R 405 © VEEED
ORISR R
OV LRI O 5 Q
B TERVEOSVEEZ
REO WV Omo-oQ 0T
L7 49 OO HH R VU ED
o © 1N R EEE )
SN aIN IV Rt 1 A &)
20

MR S— ke [2
H S <« € H/oRusn-
D EDEW SR 0
INCH N AT oN - J s EN PR Reja e
Ot A =N A 2 IIEE
LoiRfn OV B
= - HINFE Q ERWIE O
WLHRHET T BB - BRI O 5405 480
oL

SoHERR Qe FE
SRS IR I A 0-2 Q [ O4L° 1) RIBIRE U2 Y BN

o000 [ERQIVAULIRIE | B3 U e S0 S a0 0435 0

5 At
A0 QUOBELGEUT [ERES B IK@EER] asrouie
AN QT KRS PP ER S MXIRRE LY REVIEOH VKR

PS5 UESS B (3)°

yulv” IR AN D O QP s international fiction A 73 4%~ 42 500"
o wiiE U OV RS
1) 080 Q 528 S A ©

AN B D RVAREC E=t i B V) R A S AV E T AR
PR 1) R v QR QRINvEE o7

128



O I wanted, like them, to write ‘international’ fiction that could easily
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