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Faulkner’s Apocryphal “Indian Stories”
— Dramatic Irony in the Wilderness

Masako UMEGAKI
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...the Negro could hear the drums...as though they were in the barn
itself below him...It was as though he could see the fire too, and
the black limbs turning into and out of the flames in copper gleams.
Only there would be no fire. There would be no more light there than
where he lay in the dusty loft...since fire would signify life. There
was a fire in the steamboat, where Issetibbeha lay dying among his
wives....The thin whisper of rat feet died in fainting gusts along the

rafters. Once he had eaten rat. (CS 329-30)
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“The red leaves referred to the Indian. It was the deciduation of Nature which
no one could stop that had suffocated, smothered, destroyed the Negro. That
the red leaves had nothing against him when they suffocated him and destroyed
him. They had nothing against him, they probably liked him, but it was normal
decidution which the red leaves, whether they regretted it or not, had nothing

more to say in.” (FU 39)

e XiE
Cowley, Malcolm. “Introduction.” The Portable Faulkner. Ed. Malcolm Cowley. New
York: Viking, 1967.
Dabney, Lewis M. The Indians of Yoknapatawpha: A Study in Literature and History.
Baton Rouge: Louisiana State UP, 1974.
Faulkner, William. Absalom, Absalom! New York: Vintage International, 1987.
. The Collected Stories of William Faulkner. New York: Vintage Books,
1977.
. Go Down, Moses. New York: Vintage International, 2011.
. The Portable Faulkner. Ed. Malcolm Cowley. New York: Viking, 1967.
. Uncollected Stories of William Faulkner. New York: Vintage Interna-
tional, 1997.
Gwynn, Frederick L., Joseph Blotner eds. Faulkner in the University. Charlottesville:
Virginia UP, 1995.
Hamblin, Robert W., and Charles A. Peek, eds. A William Faulkner Encyclopedia.
Westport: Greenwood, 1999.

Howell, Elmo. “William Faulkner and the Chickasaw Funeral.” American Literature
36, no. 4 (1965): 523-25.

Howell, Elmo. “William Faulkner’s Chickasaw Legacy: A Note on ‘Red Leaves.” ”
Arizona Quarterly 26 (1970): 293-303.

Millgate, Michael. The Achievement of William Faulkner. London: U of Georgia P,
1982.

Skei, Hans H. William Faulkner: The Novelist as Short Story Writer — A Study of
William Faulkner’s Short Fiction. Olso: Universitetsforlaget, 1985.

Towner, Theresa M., and James B. Carothers. Reading Faulkner: Collected Stories.
Jackson: UP of Mississippi, 2006.

Zimmerman, Larry J. Native North America: Belief and Ritual, Spirits of Earth and
Sky. London: Duncan Baird Publishers, 1996.






