BREEFEAE ¥BE - ZBE - MRLE $25 20064283

Oracle Night D ¥/ L L TORE

Memory as a Theme of Oracle Night

FERIEFE T
Kuniko EGAITSU

Paul Auster (I fiction ¥ 721d non-fiction DIZ T, HHEZEHTT A ) H OB
RADHZ BT —~v——Ih. 74T 71471 OFEP S, PWEIFFKTH
EEINTZRIEDET, RiELE V) b, TMARLET Db DOFOE
. 7 2OV T O T T# VT & 72, Aliki Varvoli (& The World That
Is The Book D1 CTIEZ & LT D Paul Auster DAL 22T, Sven Birkerts 7%
DT & % “the ghost at the banquet of contemporary American letters” & 7R~
722 EEFIFHL. ROEHIZHMT S,

His fiction is hard to classify, as it borrows from different traditions and
participates in, without belonging to, various ‘schools’ of writing.l>
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Maybe there was a way out, but for the time being I counldn’ t see one. The only
thing I could see that morning was my hapless little man-sitting in the darkness of
his underground room, waiting for someone to rescue. (109)
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I look at those stories as a kind of ars poetica-but without theory, without
any philosophical baggage, so many unexpected and improbable events, I m no
longer certain that I know what reality is anymore. All I can do is talk about the
mechanics of reality to gather evidence about what goes on in the world and try to
record it as faithfully as I can. Present things as they really happen, not as they are

supposed to happen or as we d like them to happen. 3
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The world is governed by chance, Randomness stalks us every day of our lives and
those lives can be taken from us at any moment-for no reason at all. (14)
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-+ it was that the notebook was a place of trouble for me, and whatever I tried to
write in it would end in failure. Every story would stop in the middle; every project
would carry me along just so far, and then I' d look up and discover that I was lost.
(210)
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Imagine this, I said to myself. Imagine this and then see what comes of it. (212)
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Flitcraft and Bowen, the rant about the dead baby in the Bronx, my soap opera
version of Grace s love life-everything went into the garbage bag. After a short
pause, I decided to tear up the blank pages and then shoved them into the bag as
well. (219)
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The story was just beginning-the true story started only then, after I destroyed
the blue notebook and everything I ve written so far is little more than a prelude to
the horrors I'm about to relate now. Is there a connection between the before and
the after? I don’t know. (222)
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The first was in a superficial vein. -*-The second was lodged in a deep interior
vein and that was the one the doctor was worried about. *-deep vein thrombosis
could be fatal. It could travel through his bloodstream and wind up in a lung,
causing a pulmonary embolism and almost certain death. (159)
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Thoughts are real. Words are real. Everything human is real and sometimes
we know things before they happen, even if we aren't aware of it. We live in the
present, but the future is inside us at every moment. Maybe that's what writing is
all about, Sid. Not recording events from the past, but making things happen in the
future. (222)

Orr lEFZDEENIEL o722 LEMBDTH 5,

At certain moments during those days membrane through which all the invisible
forces of the world could pass-nexus of airborne electrical charges transmitted by
the thoughts and feelings of others. I suspect that condition was what led to the
birth of Lemuel Flagg,the blind hero of Oracle Night, a man so sensitive to the
vibrations around him that he knew what was going to happen before the events
themselves took place, I didn't know, but every thought the entered my head was
pointing me in that direction. Still born babies concentration camp atrocities,
presidential assassinations,

disappearing spouses, impossible journeys back and forth through time. The
future was already inside me, and I was preparing myself for the disasters that were
about to come. (223)
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“Everybody make words.” &\ b D7, £X DT LIZEARNIZHEDLE LD
WEHETH ), FLNIERE. S N/2E %L mysterious f‘jj“f‘fﬁiﬂi’??’\
EFEBLT, NMICRELEELGR) o EARTEL—EZE,LN, 5
N7z b, TORET, BRIZZOWREPAIE SN E W) 2 LD,

I

COMERIIRHEOWFETH L LV D, LA ERIT, KioaEIcEr
NTW5bo BEIZIR~<R72 X 512787 LIVIZHEST L C & 7= fiction & reality 3.
VORI R LIGO T, RERDPPE GO L & &, HAUZKE b L EHRIL
WHETH Do Oracle Night HIE, ZD 5 4 M2 b6 THEEOWFETH
L0721, fEH{ETH S “Oracle Night” H#EEDERDOK L -H L2 & D



FEiThbo &2 TRANIEENID LTSN DIX. Trause 25555 KAE¥%
KW TH o7 BDTEY — N2,

AL =P TROFZAER ORI S —T 4 THRON/23-D BEDZ T 1 N,

-+ Intense colors, the minutest detail shining in utmost clarity, and illusion of
surrounding space, of depth. (38) fEFJICFHH SN A E{E O THE 2B W
BEEZ TV L, HITMERFENS £ T, BEOMAMBGIZHY 7z E
E% %5, ‘doorknob @ & ) KR KM L Rz 2vE LI LT
‘philosophical dreamer, anguished soul longing for the unattainable’ 2% 2 % i
£ BODFEOWGIT ZIRL TS,

—MEZFDLDEELTVD LV E DD fiction DH D Ed Victory TH
% o 11X Bureau of Historical Preservation DEIFXE Th ) HHERETH Y /2o

c— NOHFEBE HAUZHES 2 £ TOEDPBIHENEFRBL TV 5,

--+ keeping on going for nine or ten blocks, turning left, turning right, slowly
wending their way through a network of dilapidated streets until they come to an
abandoned stockyard near the river (88) FLi& T & 7T DBEMRIZ % - TEEAF
WCRBRDOBER O T &, SOMEE, A OB, B CHEONE
bIEWEE, 2 22 Ciked 5 72Tk & OERMR. 25 RIkZ D465E
SIRE 5 7236 FEMIC D MEDONE CORE LRIV 7 ¥ a y OFFIZE,
Ed 2" CRCHMMD IR D b0 —HEM K E RAFIIESTHEELT
by WIFEATLE 5282 TEETWEDRELHIEE ). REOR
FIXZDRATZBGF DAY =2 2 ThH b,

Nick (Z#HICBLEOFRE L ORI DO P E %« 55 5. He has memories, of
course, but those memories are no longer relevant, no longer a part of the life that
has begin for him and whenever he finds himself drifting into thoughts about his
old life in New York-which has been erased,

which is nothing more than illusion now — he does everything in his power to
turn his mind from the past and concentrate on the present. That is why he reads
the book. That is why he reads the book.

He must lure himself away from the false memories of a life that no longer to
him, and because the manuscript demands total surrender in order to be read, an
unremitting attentiveness of both body and mind, he can forget who he was when
he is lost in the pages of the novel. (65-66)

BRI LT DHER AR LI Nick 1Z, 205 EATT T
FEhoTwAPb LNV EEZHE-TEL I LIZRADIEL, M
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HROBIRZOSOOTIAEEZ /- EFFHESINTLE) ZLIZR LD,

Nick 29 R 2 BRER & V) WHIXFBIW R ELWERICH I E £,
AEEHOORRIZ R o728 & ZIUTIFIE L CTBED Orr (L F 2 4860 T
R 7B EOWBE L T 5H 2 L 127% Ao John 25T LT 2 B F @ Jacob &
Grace D72, FEOLNTZFEDO AL BT, Grace DT IVINLITFR SN2
HINRBEDV D5, TOHEMOIB\BEIHEINDITLE )

---and it contained over a hundred pictures, a visual history of the first twenty-
seven years of Grace s life-Grace before I had met her:--. experiencing a similar
kind of entrapment as the pictures pulled me into the past. (211)

ZLT Ot HG.Wells D% 4 A< Y — Y OBEHADRE A H- L X, K
FANDIRE V) LN L LABENDENEER B,

---but the more I thought about it, the more certain I became that most of
us would prefer to visit the past. Would anyone turn down that opportunity in
exchange for a glimpse of an unknown and incomprehensible future? (121)

FEE DRI OFENOIIE, Ko7z N4 L OFZOBIN AT, ok
HIB & OMERLTENE S o KRIITBEDPLORAEREPLDZENE
KOEDLIHICHET o 1895FITES TV LBEDTH &, 2T DRE
R SRz D, 1963FED 7 4 7 1 BB OO Mo ARBIOSH RIZH
EBELT, ENEHSTTAD, #4572 — 2 TOswald DFT A% 1RO X9
LT HETHE, LML, T—TY =y MIEHEINS FTOMELS, BRHE
Fid, HCHEITEILOHRLVEETDH D,

Orr 28~ /Ny ¥ T3 ELJE Paper Palace & Fi4x L7k, € OJEFHTA
DN E %I AT T4 5 =TS HARITKRD &) LEEHF > T Do

It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom,
it was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of
incredulity, it was the season of Light, it was the season of Darkness, it was the
spring of hope, it was the winter of despair, we had everything before us, we had
nothing before us--- (204)

Z 22l Macbeth DEBIZ BT BFER /25 DAETR TE O echo % [ <
ZEWTE D, ENVEFH PV OTHMIET 21 HEEEL b o TRE ) 1T
TWRHR, TOMFRTREE M4 2BEOHREL V) L ODOEA/NE
BARIZANE L LFT LD LD LR ERETHAINTAAZHF L TVHDTH
%o
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CNETICRTELL DI, ZoOFERIFAMEZNES L TR0, il

< 'EV‘%HT&V‘WUE ZHCD BFC, HALCEDL IR D EELERLLT

EOUEZBERL TS, SEIIFFELIES LM, reality % fictive 12,
fiction % reality 129 2 EEXFFoTnHDTH L, LAZICEHMAEERL
Th, CFARICIEMHICEDWHEELRLSELTH, 2. LT LHEFELR
LTwa L3RSV 20 X9 2, Ndflio A& ORIZEIZ AR 2B
fREEFEC ZEDMRELRDIEA I o FLE W) BIETO AHBRICEE L ED
LD DLDIES S ho

COEIIEFRELE WL TLBPAFAET %0 Grace &2 D double TH 5
Rosa lZ& bl T“‘i‘/fﬂ‘ EHEBERELT, Or & Nick PEELZREICLTW
HEFTIUE, BRZZBEFEICHLTA A=V 2 MEL LT\ 5, Grace i3
wEDZ LT@%E?@%TW%%%LZOM\T Orr 2L 2P D #el) o 729
TITLHO L ZIZHBI S5 T LYY P ENTZ AT Pearl S—F bMWD A5
7oy TNUERE T LIETERDETNE, L e Jub L TWwWienb/ie
FBLTWwW/iE W) LYY — FIIRMATH 5. Grace 1L, ‘the line she'd drawn
between herself and words' (56) & Orr I25F B 5o A Grace |29 L 723
HEBRLTHERITE S TI v, BHICEoTHELZHRL, BREL.
FZ)ETDLOm I LT, BEEIBELOERDOF—7 — Fid ‘trust
Thbo ZNOXFLIEAEE Grace DEAITHED Do —BEIC LT fictive 72 D D
WAL ELZSEIEDL ) ICHATOFEELPALT I LIZLbR VL, F
L CUELRBEEZEITL VIR0 7Z, LBREHEEG T ANS
ZET ‘rust $AHZEIE. AMBIROEIEIZEDN S Z &% D72, Grace-
Orr BARIZB W CTHE DA T 212 b & T 72 SNzBREIEY LiF72
Y3 & LT Orr & Intervention of art #5932 2%, AT art ICRELE NS
SHELBRTEBEETRL TS EWVR 5,

Blue Team O Z & TE WA WIZ R 572 & & ® Grace O F % : They make
mistakes. Good people do bad things, Sid. (54) 2VR$ L9112, NILIT LD
Blue Team M X ¥ /N—"Td V) fiilF 2 FHA2SHI K\ Orr H &, Chang IZ55D
N7ZETEHOFBXKICATTLE o728 912 Bl vwEb 2842 };
LH N 1EHANHAEOR T, LB L B L B IS AN S LAMFRIC
HDTHAbo Or lFFHELC Z LT, 2F D FLEIZ L > T Grace & John 0)51'5}-’1_:‘_&0)
PREMEWAPL LIS LSS, TNEHEET LI LT, EROPE
DLEE Z L CHEIZTEDIELADLE % HIR L 72D Tdh %, Trause (L7 12
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“You are lucky you don’ t have any children, Sid. They re nice when they re small,

but after that they break your heart and make you miserable.” (162) & RE3 %
DTH DN B L72FED D L1225 BA D Jacob DAERER 7 H—2 AR
G REERE, e, BORERT A IHEOBETH L, ZOBFED
H1C, Grace DIRD BRI ETIZELT AN EFH 2L DN LI,

We trust each other. ‘-*The whole idea of marriage is based on trust--People can
go through rough time, can they? But that doesn’ t mean can’t work out in the end
- (154)

TG TBRTERT 1ta L TOHRTHE 5w AR OB R L
T, Auster (& FH &\ ) Hied CTHH T8 & 1Y 7 iR 2 Sosd Tl LT
WL EWVoTHW,

Wi COVEMIMTI AR OWFEOREZ D DTH 5 ) o HEH
EHo7ZDORITICBWTHE, T LTENEELT 2 ZOHIO#®E, £
LTFPELVIRTORRIIFLET 207200 E, BUEPSAETH b, Orr
(F2003FEDFEIZDOWTM S FR L2 vro Mi—, SEIFFEZANET L2 L
BdH &) HEANDEETES Z L DIMNIIE. Auster 13O DZFDHRZ L
THIEZ OV THEIMOAISE L) & LA, Fid, FSIXZoORIZBW
T, Do TEZZRERIZ D W T O AP RAIWITRIE SN TURENTY
LLEZADTHD, WFETO Orr ITBEDFLEEFED . FHELZLTE
NZEOE LD OIEZMER L. AR WEHKD ) BIZAIEL T < "The
Book of Memory” DH1C Auster (3. FLIEIZ2V:T ‘Memory, not so much as
the past contained within us but as proof of our life in the present’ ¥ 72,
(memory) as a catalyst for remembering his own life and as an artificial structure
for ordering the historical past. & 78T %, 7

T, KOEHIIZE D,

Memory was the only thing keeping him alive and it was as though he wanted to
hold off death for as long as possible in order to go on remembering. Y ZIIE
DRTHELFT AHEOHLDZ L BRIz DTHALH, TDLHICRLES
FEXDZETEH LD, O FHAEMETT 2 HARFIZ, ROBEZHV
LRLRLBEINORTIT AR L CBIELZMTL., A FERELT
Who

29 LT LAREEDETH S Oracle Night Difa % Orr (XKD L9 7%
SCETHE S

---and after a while - in the words of John's brother-in-law Richard—I had my
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face in my hands and was sobbing my guts out. I don’t know how long I carried on
like that, but even as the tears poured out of me, I was happy, happier to be alive
than I had even been before. It was a happiness beyond consolation, beyond misery,
beyond all the ugliness and beauty of the world.... (243)

CHUTFEBIZE T HERT O Y — 2 221 e 2 2125 Orr D20034E D
ENHDLDOTH L, ik, BHEINZZZHERO Y — 2 2HilZ LT John ®
Fe2B Richard DMK § DWW X L6 MO B -EMICT N, HESR
EBFIZHEZ D725 John DIERMEITTE W72 FAHRE NG FIZ DV TORE ) b
EHARTREGN LS 252503 F S LLZ0ATH Y, HIEEZThEHE N
TW5 0o HHOME 2 5N WER 2R3 b D% D72 Richard DL % 7
HIEET LoD 7285 O M5 1E3-D viewer OFE TR b8 655, L L.
Orr DBED Y — VIAKBIZ KDDL Z LD e MR S, #EEOm
kFAEML, RETEHLABTILOF DI re-reading 12 & - TH
B L7zboziskl, fEme LTRIFT 2 EEIERERLZET /20T
Horbo DFEN ., WX, HHOMBEOBEFRZ INE Ll 5 Bd & FEERIC
Bureau of Historical Preservation D 4l & £ 572D 72 L vy 5 TH W\, Ed D
ZNDEB R B RIERTH B2 Dhb 53, D TR 2R TRAT
ENTBDTHHDIZH LT, O DL IS TR RWEETH ) HH3 5,
W & 2B R 7o w2 FIRT 2D D TH L L) EVITH LI
Ebo Bd TR BEERANE A 7ZZWEDOEFEIZOWTIRO &9 IZHPIT %,

This room contains the world. --*The Bureau of Historical Preservation is a
house of memory, but it s also a shrine to the present. By bringing those two
things together in one place, I prove to myself that mankind isn’ t finished. (91)

COFEIE, RII) O WHROMKK ZHEBRLZ—-AELLTDOrD
BETLHLD7 Mk, 2H) LTHSOBERZMERE L, R EMEL L9
ELTVEDTH B, WTIUIHE K. Orr DEEFLATERE L 72K, Zhds
T O H Z#ET ‘oracle’ 235E&ICFEH LR THo72LFR 5o

M ECTRT&7-L 912, Oracle Night 128> T Auster (3% CHb 7% Lo
JEHD 130T, RLEE V) BEEE 2RI P 2055 R OB,
SRR LN, FIHE V) EEN L MER. 2 DOH TREIZ seeker ThH
DT 2T IUT R S5 W AROREZIRR L TWEDTH %,
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Notes

1) Varvogli, Aliki, 2.

2) Carsten Springer (& Auster DEf |23 Td % autobiographical references and
literary allusions {ZVEH L C. A Paul Auster Sourcebook % iR L T\ %,

3) Auster, Paul, Oracle Night, 2. ZO{EGROGIHIEETIORMICELLDOTHY, DL
BIHR—V8E () OFITRT,

4) Auster, Paul, Collected Prose, 124.

5)  hitp://www.parisreview. com/tpr167/auster.html

6) T 7% National Public Radio ® 7' 0¥ =7 b LTk biELizL 2 A,
4000 NVL EDISEED S 1) . Z D H 51804 % Auster A3t L THIML72H O T
blo WEZODFLOHT, 207UV =7 PPMEREEFNLIIE 72 EED
R EN S ETORBEFH > T D, TNENTHE R 7R EE 2 5L
HETRONT V5, 728 2IE, Auster 25 b B\ 72 L 8T % —#F T Thought
My Father Was God” 13, ROEREIZH L 72 ZHELBEAN L SEWII R o 72408
[FEALEZR ] ERES2H, ZOBEANDHEENRIIEDL THNED TILAL
LV BT OTHOZADE G EFE LD TH S

7) Auster, Paul, Collected Prose, 116.

8) ibid. 100.
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