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Cevosane

Une image que j’aime de Simone de Beauvoir : Brassai (1944).
Simone de Beauvoir, café de Flore, Paris. Photographie, épreuve

contact aux sels d’argent (8,5 x 5,9), BNE

Parmi les nombreuses photographies de Simone de Beau-
voir, ma préférence va a ce portrait de Brassai, un photographe
dont la série des graflitis m’a longtemps accompagnée, émer-
veillée. Il existe aussi beaucoup de clichés de Robert Doisneau
de la grande dame attelée a sa tache, concentrée, sérieuse dans
différents cafés de la capitale. Mais 'ceuvre de Brassai me
semble plus forte et authentique. Il ne semble pas y avoir de
mise en scéne. Dans un coin du célebre café de Flore ot elle
allait avec Sartre pour travailler a la chaleur du poéle installé
en 1939, Simone de Beauvoir est absorbée dans ses pensées,
concentrée, I'air grave, les yeux cernés, une cigarette a la main
gauche et un stylo dans la main droite
au-dessus d’une feuille blanche. Sur
une assiette que frole presque sa main
gauche, une théiére argentée est placée,
laissant peu d’espace sur la table, juste
assez pour des feuilles de papier et repo-
ser ses avant-bras. Qu'est-elle en train
d’écrire ? 1944, c’est 'année ol elle dé-

cide de se consacrer entiérement a I'écri-

Anne-Claire CASSIUS

ture. Travaille-t-elle sa piece de théatre Les Bouches inutiles ou
son roman Le Sang des autres qui sera publié 'année suivante
avant de se lancer dans le projet fou du Deuxiéme Sexe? Pas de
maquillage sur son visage, mais ses ongles sont peints et ses
cheveux remontés en chignon comme une auréole autour de
la téte. L'une de ses protégées, Violette Leduc, disait avoir été
trés impressionnée par cette femme concentrée sur son travail,
chaque jour au café de Flore, le visage sans fard. Elle est tom-
bée follement amoureuse de l'autrice qu’elle venait « déran-
ger » dans ce célebre lieu germanopratin. Beauvoir n'a pas
encore 40 ans. La guerre va se terminer. Son regard est grave.
Elle a vécu les deuils de la guerre. Elle n’a pas encore obtenu
le prix Goncourt, ni connu les déchainements provoqués par
Le Deuzxiéme Sexe. Ce qui frappe dans ce portrait, c'est qu’elle
semble ignorer 'objectif de Brassai. Au moment de ce cliché,
elle n’a pas encore publié le premier tome de ses mémoires,
mais elle se livre déja et offre I'image d’une personne rigou-
reuse et libre. Elle montre I'exemple d’un destin choisi, mais
laisse voir aussi que la tache est rude.
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Art is my GPS

1t is the eyes. The way they look into you. They are white and are
like laser beams into your soul.

“Untitled (Cadmium)” is a large (168 cm X 152 cm) oil paint-
ing by Jean-Michel Basquiat (1960-1988). Painted in 1984, it is
on permanent display at the High Museum of Art in Atlanta,
Georgia. What strikes you are the white eyes. They contrast
with the strong cadmium coloring which the painting’s name
comes from. Besides its grand size, it is impressive in its gen-
eral simplicity. This comes from the colors (a heavy use of cad-
mium red over a yellow underpainting) and the main object
being depicted (a legless man—a torso—with halo who seems to
be looking into a mirror, alongside some praying Egyptian stick
figures). And the stabbed heart ... oh the heart! But the painting’s
gruesome imagery and bold coloring is balanced with playful
drawings—the numerous stick figures and the curlicue navel.

In 1992, I had dropped out of university with only one more
semester to graduate. Like many young people, I became dissat-
isfied with where my life was going. I was rudderless, and soon
I was in a pronounced depression. I lost touch with reality. I did
not know it, but I was numb. One day, I took the train into the
city to walk around and take photos. I stumbled into the High
and used my last few bucks for admission. I came across the
painting. Not knowing what it was that I was feeling—because

Camilo Villanueva

suddenly I was feeling something—I looked quickly and walked on.
But I returned to it and sat on a soft bench in front, a few meters
away, and let the painting seep into me. Instead, it took me in.

‘What happened was a two-hour journey. It felt like I went
into the painter’s life and then I explored the history of all our
people. Whatever the painting is about (there is a Christ-like torso
whose heart s taken out and stabbed with a cross, for chrissakes!) does
not really matter. So the background glows red like the world
ending in fire. So the Egyptian praying figures are scraped into
the painting like they are knives etching our skin. Whatever the
picture represents visually, that day “Untitled (Cadmium)” by
Jean-Michel Basquiat manifested into something visceral inside
me: I could finally feel again.

I went home and got together whatever ink pens I had and
started drawing. Each drawing was a roadmap home. I finished
university in 1994. Art will always be my GPS. It started that
day at the High in 1992 when I was rudderless. No longer so,
I'm now navigating home.

See the painting here: https://high.org/collections/untitled-
cadmium/

(¥oxxN #3—1)

The Young Lady with the Shiner

One of my favorite paintings is “The Young Lady with
the Shiner” by Norman Rockwell. Norman Rockwell was a
famous American illustrator and artist. His paintings were
used on the covers of The Saturday Evening Post, an American
magazine, and these pictures usually told stories about life in
the United States. In fact, I have a book containing his works
in my office that I sometimes share with students to talk about
American culture.

“The Young Lady with the Shiner” is a painting of an
American schoolgirl with pigtails and a black eye, sitting on
a bench outside of a principal’s office. Although the girl’s hair
and clothes are disheveled, and she is sporting this black eye,
she has a goofy smile on her face. We can assume that she got
the black eye in a fight, and it seems obvious that she is proud
of how she did in the fight. My guess is that she took on a boy
who was a bully, and she is gloating in her triumph. Where is
the bully? I can imagine that he is still in the nurse’s office, or
he was sent home crying.

I should mention that there are two other characters in the
painting who add to the story. The door to the principal’s of-
fice is slightly ajar, and a woman who appears to be the secre-
tary is talking with the principal. They look rather perplexed

Mathew White

as to how to deal with the young lady, who obviously does not
feel that she has done anything to be ashamed about. She also
does not seem to be worried about whatever punishment she
might receive.

Each time I see this painting I smile. I know the story was
invented. I know that the girl who was used to model for the
painting did not actually have a black eye. However, I love the
concept and the story that the painting conveys. I am proud
of that young lady and the imaginary battle that she fought.

I hope you will make time to see “The Young Lady with
the Shiner” and other works by Norman Rockwell, a great
storyteller of American everyday life.
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