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A Study on Modes of Global Communication Used by the Auditory-Impaired

— A Questionnaire Survey Administered to Parents —
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SUZUKI Kaoru
Abstract

The purpose of the research is to clarify the perceptions of parents of hearing-impaired students with
regards to their main means of global communication. Analysis was carried out by way of the y” test on the
data received from the questionnaires (Suzuki 2006) completed by 25 parents, with some also analyzed by
the binomial test. The results indicate that the tendency is to put spoken English before the sign language
of English as a global communication means. However, it is noted that the main emphasis is placed on their
mother tongue, Japanese, with the second being on the sign language of Japanese. Moreover, parents think
it hard for their children to acquire all four means: Japanese, the sign language of Japanese, English, and the

sign language of English, and that there is a proclivity towards spoken language over a signed one.
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