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An Interview Survey of Teachers at Schools for the Deaf on Teaching English
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Abstract

Suzuki (2006) reports some interviews for teachers at schools for the deaf. In this paper new data are added
to those of Suzuki (2006) and these data are analyzed to clarify the status quo of English education for the
auditory-challenged students. The data are analyzed in two ways. First, common phrases and sentences are
identified and categorized. Then the numbers of those descriptive data are tested by y square test on each
question. Second, the data are also analyzed by text-mining procedures with KH Coder to observe frequently
appearing words and co-occurrence relations of those key words. The double examining method is unique and
gives reliability to the results. The teachers think it difficult to improve their students’ acquisition of aural and
oral English skills and they are seeking to improve teaching methods. They are not familiar with American
Sign Language and also don’t have time to introduce it to their classes. They also put emphasis on students’

acquisition of Japanese skills because lack of mother tongue skills affects foreign language learning.
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